
From the President’s Desk — Stan Pflueger 
 
PFLAG wants you to get involved in the election process.  
 
May is primary election month and statistics show that 
only 15-30 % of voters will vote in a primary election. 
That means that the votes of those individuals who cast 
a ballot in the Primary Election count 2 or 3 times more 
than if that same vote was cast in a general election. I 
would like to encourage you to consider getting involved 
in the political process this year. There is much at stake 
in our local, state and federal elections.  
 
Here are some ways you can get involved in this year©s 
election:  
 
  1)  VOTE!!!! Voting is easy, private effective, and it 
costs nothing. Vote for candidates that support your 
views of inclusiveness and civil rights; 
 
   2)  Volunteer for a campaign. Candidates rely on 
volunteers to do everything from putting yard signs to-
gether to making telephone calls to voters to walking 
neighborhoods to speak with voters about their candi-
dates. You can get involved on any level. Just contact 
your favorite candidate and ask what they need help 
with. 
 
   3)  Contribute. Candidates need financial backing 
and most campaigns are supported by many smaller 
donations.  
 
Well the campaign season is here and will be in full 
swing through the general elections in November. I 
hope you will take some time to get involved in the proc-
ess. The GLBT community is known for its lack of par-
ticipation in the process. Lets have some PRIDE in our-
selves and get involved! 
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By Mark Stevens 
 
Someday we will look back at Brokeback Mountain and have to 
explain to our children’s children (add one generation for some of 
us that are younger now and may live that long) what it is about 
this simple love story that made a nation stand on its ear for one 
winter. 
 
At least that is the way I like to think about such things.  I think 
that some movies are meant for the year they are made and some 
for the decade, and, every once in a while, there is a movie that 
embodies an entire generation.  But if we are very lucky, some-
one tells a story on film that is truly immortal. 
 
When history looks back at this nation and the turmoil of our 
time, it will be looking at a time when acting different, thinking 
differently and, god forbid, living differently, were crimes against 
the state and against the church.  When I think about the troubled 
times we live in it seems like the dark ages have been reborn.  I 
look at the daily news and at the hate and hurt and pain and I 
wonder if we will ever get through it.  All of the things that make 
me who I am, also make me abhorrent to one person or another.  
It is hard to see myself as anything but abnormal. 
 
Then I see something so naturally beautiful as a love story that 
connects with so many people, including myself, and I have hope.  
Because this is a story so true to my experiences that I feel ab-
sorbed within it, and I am not alone in my strangeness anymore.  
Not only that, but people who watch this movie, which pulls so 
deeply within me, are empathizing with me and with us and with 
each other. 
 
Many in the gay community have chosen to take the humor and 
parody of this film that currently rages across the internet as a 
blow against us.  I choose to believe that when something touches 
us so deeply and we have no understanding of our feelings we 
react in laughter.  I mean a healthy healing laughter that can bring 
together many greatly diverse people.   
 
And so I hope.  I hope that someday we will have to explain to a 
group of children who do not understand what all the hubbub was 
about; just what the big deal was over a simple love story. 

The PFLAG Mission:  Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) promotes the health and well-
being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons, their families and friends through suppor t to cope with an adverse soci-
ety, education to enlighten an ill-informed public and advocacy to end discrimination and to secure equal civil rights. PFLAG 
provides an opportunity for dialogue about sexual orientation and gender identity, and acts to create a society that is healthy and 
respectful of human diversity. 

� � � ���� � � 	 �
PFLAG of For t Wayne 

PO Box 5086 
For t Wayne, IN 46805-5086 

(260) 497-8528 
PflagFtWayne@aol.com 

http://members.aol.com/pflagfw/ 



Upcoming Events: 
 
April 11 - Fort Wayne PFLAG  
Meeting, 7:00 pm, Plymouth  
Congregational Church. 
 
April 25 - Indiana Equal Region 3 
Meeting and Social Dinner, 7:00 -
9:00 pm at Hall’s Gas House (on  
Superior St. in Fort Wayne). 
 
May 8 - Fort Wayne PFLAG  
Meeting, 7:00 pm, Plymouth  
Congregational Church. 
 
May 29 - Indiana Equal Region 3 
Meeting and Social Dinner, 7:00 -
9:00 pm at Hall’s Gas House (on  
Superior St. in Fort Wayne). 

Bloomington Welcomes You! 
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Add to the list of cities actively inviting gays and lesbians Bloomington, Indi-
ana.   This relatively small town in Southern Indiana holds a lot of surprises for 
those who may not be aware of its attitudes. 
 
While it is nestled within what may be considered notoriously Ku Klux Klan 
territory, Bloomington has managed to become an area of safety.   It is open 
and welcoming to diversity.   The unexpected reaction most people have to 
these revelations works to spread the word and provide publicity.  This is part 
of a campaign the Convention and Visitors Bureau is happy to promote—with 
it’s own website: www.visitgaybloomington.com.    
 
For your consideration, the following items are offered: 
 

 Bloomington added sexual orientation to its  
 human rights ordinance during  the 90’s.    
 
 Hosted the Sexual Minority Youth in the Heart  
 land conference in 2002 and again in 2004. 
 
 Launched in 2004, the annual PRIDE Film  
 Festival, is expanding to a semi-annual event. 
 
 The famous Dr. Alfred Kinsey began his  
 research in Bloomington, and the IU campus is  
 still the home of the Kinsey Institute for Research  
 in Sex, Gender and Reproduction.  

 
     The town is home to two annual drag pageants, including Miss Gay IU. 
 
     It is the origin of ‘bloomingOUT’, Indiana’s first and only radio show  
     dedicated to Gays and Lesbians. 
 
Surprisingly, Bloomington, Indiana was recently found to be 5th in the nation 
for per capita population of same-sex couples according to the 2000 U. S. 
Census!  Ahead of Bloomington, in top down order, are San Francisco, CA; 
Santa Fe, NM; Portland, ME; and Miami-Fort Lauderdale, FL.  It is interesting 
to note that Chicago is not even in the top 25. 
 
Among the many attractions for visitors are wineries, lakes, museums, enter-
tainment options and 200 downtown restaurants.   The Chicago Sun-Times 
reports that, “We©re marketing to the gay traveler exactly what we market to 
the straight traveler -- the lovely community shops, antiques, the beautiful 
natural atmosphere. It©s a community you can come to and feel comfortable 
going to a restaurant or a performance, or checking into a hotel as a same-sex 
couple and asking for a room with one, king-size bed -- and not getting funny 
looks about it."  (see http://www.chicagoredstreak.com/output/travel/tra-news-
bloom09.html the April 9, 2006 issue) 
 
Bloomington isn©t completely over the rainbow, of course. The city©s human 
rights commission established a campaign in 2002 called "Every Minute 
Counts," which seeks to "convey the message to hate groups that the Bloom-
ington and Monroe County community values diversity." Necessity breeds 
such innovation.  
 
While a handful of incidents have occurred over the years, Helen Harrell, host 
of bloomingOUT, comments, “That©s just small town Indiana.  You don©t want 
to get rid of all that. Diversity goes both ways." 

Photo courtesy of Bloomington 
CVB. 

Summer Newsletter Plans 
 
The newsletter will be going to a bi-
monthly format for the summer 
months.  This means that you will get a 
regular newsletter in the months of 
May, July and September, but not for 
the months of June and August. This is 
to allow the new production staff to 
prepare ahead for the busy fall and 
winter months with an energized new 
look and more facts and information to 
help each of you to find all that you 
need to help support and show your 
concerns for the gay, lesbian and 
bisexual community of Fort Wayne and 
Allen county.  This will also allow for a 
more complete coverage of the 
upcoming PRIDE days on July 28th and 
29th. 
 
When making plans for this summer 
don’t forget that PFLAG will be meeting 
on the second Monday of each month 
throughout the summer.  We will have 
all of the events listed in the bi-monthly 
issues and intend to send out special 
mailers and emails should we become 
aware of any important events or spe-
cial actions occurring in our area.  
Please feel free to contact the editor 
with any upcoming events or actions 
that you hear about or are planning at 
the email listed in the Help Wanted  



In the CNN news last week came the 
report that the legal supporters for 
same-sex marriage are beginning to 
divide in their opinion as to how the 
legal war to bring the right to same-
sex marriage to reality.  (see: http://
www.cnn.com/2006/LAW/04/03/
gay.marriage.ap/index.html)  There is 
a couple in California who are taking 
their case directly to the highest court 
in the land.  These two men in their 
forties have a lawyer who is of the 
opinion that waiting for individual 
states to decide the fate of their mar-
riage is too much like “let(ting) the 
building burn down and say(ing) that 
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As you can see, we are in the process of updating and refining the look 
of your PFLAG newsletter.  We want to become a vital resource for the 
community of support for your friends, children and loved ones.  In order 
to accomplish this task, we need to know how you believe we are doing 
and, more importantly, what your thoughts are on the topics we cover 
and what topics should be covered in future issues. 
 
Over the course of the next few months my staff and I hope to provide 
you with the information you need to become an active and competent 
supporter of those needs.  But we are limited by our own perceptions.  
Thus we are looking for people who will help us by providing additional 
sources of information, additional opinion pieces, and general support. 
 
If you would be interested in helping us, or getting more information on 
how you can help the chapter, please contact me through my email at 
Malakki@comcast.net, or through the local chapter web page (http://
members.aol.com/pflagfw/index.htm).  All emails from this source will be 
forwarded to us as needed.  Anonymity is guaranteed where appropri-
ate and you need never fear any information about writers or other vol-
unteers being given out by us without express permission. 
 
We look forward to sharing the important tasks of Support, Education 
and Advocacy for Parents, Families and Friends of Gays and Lesbians 
in Fort Wayne and the surrounding communities. 
 
Thank you, Mark Stevens 

We meet the second Monday of 
each month 7:00 pm at  

Plymouth Congregational 
Church 

501 W. Berry Street  
(corner of Fairfield and Berry) 

For more information  
call 260-497-8528 or e-mail:  

PflagFtWayne@aol.com 

we’ll fight the fire another day.” 
 
In the meantime the ACLU is still 
fighting the fight one state at a time 
despite the growing losing trend in 
the state courts.  At this time there 
are 19 states that already have 
ruled that same-sex marriage is 
unconstitutional in their respective 
states.  In addition there are six or 
more states that have scheduled 
the question to be decided by vot-
ers this year alone.  Indiana will 
likely have this on the local docket 
in 2007. 
 
The idea behind taking this directly 
to the Supreme Court is based on 
several historical cases, including 
the Dred Scott decision in 1857, 
which were decided by the high 
court and later overturned.  In such 
cases the ruling of the court brought 
such intense debate to the public 
arena that backlash and reconsid-
eration followed.  In the case of 
Dred Scott the turning point was the 
Civil War itself. 

A second example, and one much more 
heartening, of a Supreme Court decision 
being overturned in recent times is that 
of the 1986 decision that upheld the sod-
omy laws of Georgia.  In 2003, the 
Texas sodomy law was struck down in 
the highest court thus nullifying similar 
laws that remained on the books in 13 
other states. 
 
Lambda and the ACLU, among other 
legal and lobbying groups, say that the 
setback that could result from a decision 
against the couple might cripple efforts 
to get these rights secured for years to 
come.  They also believe that, given the 
current popular opinion in America, the 
case is a “likely loser”.  They are busily 
fighting the fight in the states whose 
constitutions are not yet amended to 
disallow the unions, so that a growing 
number of states allowing such marriage 
could persuade the Supreme Court 
justices to act in favor of the 
constitutionality of same-sex marriage.  
The weakness of this argument lies in 
finding the “magic number” of states that 
would bring this result.  Even the groups 
themselves admit that they cannot 
predict how many states would be 
needed before the Supreme Court 
should be tapped for a decision. 
 
Recent polls do indicate that the people 
are more accepting of the idea of same-
sex marriages than in recent years.   
However the numbers are rising at a 
slow and steady pace and the political 
minds do not believe that the time is yet 
ripe for the Supreme Court, which they 
call “the country’s institutional 
conscience”, to hear this case. 
 
The one thing that both sides of this 
issue seem to agree on, is that it is likely 
that the Supreme Court will decide 
against the couple or that they will 
simply dismiss the case on procedural 
grounds without a definitive ruling. 
 
This basically brings us back to a simple 
decision for each of us as individuals.  
We need to decide to participate in the 
political process as intently as we can to 
ascertain that, regardless of the 
decision, or lack thereof, by the 
Supreme Court on this case, the fight 
will continue at all levels, private and 
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South Bend to Consider Gay Rights 
Ordinance 
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On April 11, the South Bend Common Council will 
be in a closed executive session to consider a gay 
rights ordinance that has been before the city since 
July 2004.   This is unusual because Indiana law 
governs what matters a governmental body may 
discuss in a closed session.  The relevant legal 
document is Indiana©s Public Meeting Open Door 
Law (I.C. 5-14-1.5).  This law gives specific guide-
lines for closed door meeting agendas which in-
cludes "initiation of litigation or litigation that is ei-
ther pending or has been threatened specifically in 
writing." 
 
According to sources with Indiana Advance, the 
only written threat comes from a nearly two-year old 
opinion letter by non-attorney Joseph P. Sergio,  
which claimed that the adoption of the ordinance 
was "likely to trigger an endless source of lawsuits".   
The opinion expressed by Advance Indiana’s article 
is that such a letter can hardly be considered 
"litigation . . . threatened specifically in writing" as 
required by Indiana©s Open Door Law to allow a 
closed executive session. This broad interpretation 
of the Open Door Law would allow a governmental 
body to go into executive session to discuss a 
pending ordinance everytime someone raised the 
likelihood of litigation, which opponents often do as 
an argument against adoption of proposed ordi-
nances.   Sergio, who is a member of Citizen’s for 
Common Values, did not state that he was going to 
initiate any litigation, merely that such would be 
possible. 
 
History of this issue began with previous Council 
President Charlette Pfeifer (Dem-2nd) who brought 
up the issue in July of 2004.   Input was gathered 
and people encouraged to share their thoughts on 
this matter at that time.  The South Bend Human 
Rights Commission issued a statement in the South 
Bend Tribune on April 8th of this year asking the 
Common Council to “investigate possible sexual 
orientation discrimination in the city and to consider 
a ‘remedy’.”   The last official examination of the 
issue was April 11, 2005, when South Bend Equal-
ity, a group representing gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
trans-gendered rights, gave a presentation to the 
Council Personnel and Finance Committee. 
 
”Recently, several citizens have spoken during the 
Common Council©s privilege of the floor, supporting 
protection for GLBT people through an ordinance. 
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The Senate vote on the Federal Marriage Amendment is sched-
uled for June 5, 2006. If passed, the amendment will prevent the 
federal government and all state governments from allowing 
same-sex couples to marry -- and it would also be likely to ban 
other forms of legal family recognition.  
 
Our children’s loving and committed relationships deserve to be 
honored with the same rights and responsibilities as everyone 
else. But the Federal Marriage Amendment destroys any oppor-
tunity for this to ever happen by enshrining discrimination into the 
constitution.  
 
The Federal Marriage Amendment harms real families – it 
harms our families.  
 
It is vital that you contact our Senators in the next several weeks 
and urge them to vote against this discriminatory amendment. 
Our voices must outnumber those of people who want to deny 
equality and promote discrimination.  
TAKE ACTION NOW!  
 
Make your voice heard in four easy steps: 
 
Step 1:  
Find out how your Senator voted on the last Federal Marriage 
Amendment by going to Project Vote Smart.  
 
Step 2:  
Locate your Senator’s contact info by visiting the U.S. Senate 
website.  
 
Step 3:  
Go to PFLAG’s Federal Marriage Amendment Resource Page 
to learn more. You can also get sample phone and e- mail 
scripts that you can use for guidance when speaking to Senators 
who voted for (and against) the amendment.  
 
Step 4:  
Make the call, send the e-mail, and fax your letter! Encourage all 
of your friends and family members to do the same by forwarding 
this e-mail to them!  
 
Be part of moving equality forward with PFLAG!  
 
 
Having problems clicking any of the above links? Copy and paste 
this URL into your browser to access this PFLAG Action Alert 
from your desktop!  
 
http://pflag.org/index.php?id=816  


